THE TRIPLE ALLIANCE
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here were rumours of a projected union between these three /ers, which might become a reality if England, Prussia, and land coalesced.' I f that hostile league were formed, it would i be desirable to come to terms, and even to include Den-•k, Sweden, and the lesser German States. It is curious that 3id not name Poland; but here we find the first definite sign :hat league of the smaller States with Prussia and Great :ain which afterwards played so important a part in Pitt's iign policy.
'he caution of Pitt was justified. In a few days' time Sweden ie knocking at our door, asking for admittance along with imark. The adventurous character of Gustavus III will ear in the sequel. Here we may note that Carmarthen tely waved aside this offer of alliance from a suspicion that vas planning a blow at Russia.3 The blow did not fall until middle of July 1788; but then the sudden summons of the :dish King to the Empress Catharine to hand back part Russian Finland, and to accept his mediation in the Russo-kish War, showed the meaning of his proposal at Christmas
7-
)nly by slow degrees did the eastern horizon clear. But :n France showed her resentment at the participation of stria in the Turkish War, the spectre of a hostile Triple iance was laid; and then, but not till then, Pitt showed more jur to the Prussian proposals. Yet here again there was d of caution. The Eastern Question touched Prussia far •e closely than England. If Joseph II gained his heart's ire—Moldavia and Wallachia—and Catharine extended her ndary to the River Dniester, the greatness and even the safety Prussia and of Poland would be hopelessly compromised.3 :ordingly Prussia sought by all means short of drawing the ird to help the Turks in their unequal struggle. She canned large forces near the Austrian border, hinted that she ild be glad to offer her mediation for the purpose of securing sasonabie peace, and sent an official disguised as a merchant way of Venice to Constantinople in order to encourage the
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CCer it was desirable to form a Triple Aliance then,
